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2. CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR 1.10: The undersigned hereby 
certifies that this Transmittal Letter and the papers, as described in paragraph 1 
hereinabove, are being transmitted by "Express Mail, Post Office to Addressee," 
(Express Mail No. EL735120436US) addressed to BOX PCT, Attn: IPEA/US, 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on this 27th day of 
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REPLY TO WRITTEN OPINION 



BOX PCT 

Commissioner for Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

Applicant respectfully submits the following remarks in reply to the Written Opinion 
mailed May 29, 2001. 

REMARKS 

The Written Opinion states that Claims 1-5 and 8-12 lack novelty under Article 33(2) 
PCT as being anticipated by Ellwood et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,833,913). Applicant 
respectfully submits that Ellwood et al. does not disclose nor teach the method or apparatus 
as claimed. 

Ellwood et al. teaches a method for improving the strength of a weld line by providing 
disrupters on the face of the mold near the interfacial regions of the mold where the two 
injection streams meet. By disrupting the flow fronts, the flow front fragments and the flow 
cores become more interspersed which improves the weld line strength. However, the weld 
line is still generally planar across the cross section of the part being molded (Figs. 3a and 
4a). Ellwood et al. does not disclose nor suggest interlocking the knit lines as claimed in 
claim 1 and 8. Thus, applicant submits that Ellwood et al. does not anticipate Claims 1-5 and 
8-12. 
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The Written Opinion has stated that Claims 1, 2, 8 and 9 lack novelty under Article 
33(2) PCT as being anticipated by Kirby et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,399,093). Kirby et al. 
teaches the use of solidifying one of the injections streams before the other thereby providing 
an enlarged weld line. Kirby et al. does not disclose forming an interlock knit line geometry 
as claimed in Claims 1 and 8. Thus, applicant submits that Kirby et al. does not anticipate 
Claims 1,2, 8 and 9. 

Applicant submits that none of the prior art references as cited by the Examiner fairly 
teaches or suggests the method and apparatus as claimed in Claims 1-5 and 8-12. None of the 
prior art even hints at causing the flow fronts of the two opposing injection streams to 
co-mingle or "handshake" to form the interlocking knit line as described at page 5 of the 
specification and as shown in Figures 3 through 6 of the present application. Thus, applicant 
respectfully submits that Claims 1-5 and 8-12 meet the criteria of Article 33(3) PCT and does 
involve an inventive step. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned counsel should it be deemed 
helpful to facilitate prosecution of the application. 
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